Waterborne Transport Innovation delivering on the European
Green Deal
The Waterborne Technology Platform welcomes the applicability of the EU Innovation fund
to deploy highly innovative technologies that can bring significant emission reductions in the
waterborne transport sector
Brussels, 29 October 2021
On 26 October, the European Commission launched the second call for large-scale projects under
the Innovation Fund. The EU Innovation Fund is one of the world's largest programmes for the
demonstration of innovative low-carbon technologies, financed by revenues from the auction of emission
allowances from the EU's Emissions Trading System. With a budget of € 1.5 billion for the second call, it
will finance breakthrough technologies for renewable energy, energy-intensive industries, energy
storage, and carbon capture, use and storage.
On 27 October 2021, the Waterborne Technology Platform organised, in cooperation with DirectorateGenerals for Research and Innovation and Climate Action, a workshop on the EU’s vision to decarbonise
shipping and the opportunities for waterborne transport in the framework of the EU Innovation Fund.
Wilfried Lemmens, Board member of the Waterborne Technology Platform says “the Waterborne
Technology Platform welcomes the fact that the deployment of technologies and concepts facilitating
the transition to zero-emission waterborne transport can be co-financed via the EU Innovation Fund. It is
specifically relevant, since these innovative technologies have reached a technological maturity, but are
often not mature yet from a financial perspective. Thereby, the Innovation Fund is key to deploy the
technologies resulting from Research, Development and Innovation, more specifically in the framework
of the Co-Programmed Partnership on Zero-Emission Waterborne Transport under Horizon Europe.
Combining Research, Development and Innovation efforts with support for the deployment of innovative
technologies, will offer Europe the possibility to be a frontrunner in the transition to zero-emission
waterborne transport”.
WATERBORNE TP has been set up as an industry-oriented Technology Platform to establish a continuous dialogue between
all waterborne stakeholders, such as classification societies, shipbuilders, shipowners, maritime equipment manufacturers,
infrastructure and service providers, universities or research institutes, and with the EU Institutions, including Member States
(www.waterborne.eu). The members of Waterborne TP comprise members as well as associated members from both maritime
and inland navigation countries, representing about 19 Member States. In addition, the Associations member of the
Waterborne Technology Platform represent the broader waterborne sector throughout the entire EU.
Enquiries concerning how to join and become more closely involved in the “Zero-Emission Waterborne Transport” partnership
or other activities of the Waterborne TP can be sent to: Jaap Gebraad, Executive-director Waterborne TP,
jaap.gebraad@waterborne.eu, tel: +32 493 835 626

